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EASTER MONDAY ‘OPEN’ 
Monday 25th April 2011 

  

MID ESSEX RADIO CAR CLUB 

The weather forecasters had predicted a warm, sunny day and they were - amazingly - to be proved 
right! The track was bone-dry due to lack of rain, so the dust would start to fly from the start. A 
clockwise-running design, with ‘technical’ sections, was decided on and all features were 
incorporated. The track-layers did a great job, and there were to be many favourable comments. 
Several ‘new faces’ were in evidence and a total of seven heats were necessary to accommodate all 
cars. Classes booked in were 1/8th Nitros and 1/10th 2wd and 4wd Electric Off-Road cars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Race Results 

Race Report 

Final 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

‘A’ Nitro D. Hayden-Ball Mark Everitt  Richard Cousins  

‘B’ Nitro Brad Connew Steve Burton Lewis Halliday 
    

2wd ‘A’ Electric James Crockart  D. Hayden-Ball Ben Spindley  

2wd ‘B’ Electric Clive Nash  William Innocent  Ross Freeman  

    

FTQ Nitros Mark Everitt  11/373.58 (Round 2)  

FTQ 2wd Electric James Crockart    9/316.80 (Round 3)  

FTQ 4wd Electric Michael Spindley   9/308.43 (Round 4)  

4wd ‘A’ Electric Michael Spindley Duncan Letham   Steve Dickman   

4wd ‘B’ Electric Tony Church  Thomas Sessions Bailey Connew  
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With the track so dry fast times were anticipated from the word ‘go’. The first heat to set the target 
was Heat 1 of 3 Nitros, won by first-timer-at-Braxted Richard Cousins with 10 laps. He was followed 
closely by Sam Collins and Anthony French, also on 10 laps. In the 2nd Nitro heat, Darren Hayden-
Ball went a lap quicker and Mark Everitt was only a few seconds slower in Heat 3 - both on 11 laps. 
After the two 2wd Electric heats James Crockart took TQ with 8 laps, just 2 seconds ahead of Rob 
Lethaby, also a newcomer to Braxted. Michael Spindley and Duncan Letham were both on 9 laps 
following the two 4wd Electric heats, with Michael taking TQ. 
 
Round 2 was bound to see improvements, and it did! In Nitros, Mark Everitt improved his 11-lap 
time by 11 seconds to take TQ in this Round, 6 seconds ahead of Darren Hayden-Ball, with Richard 
Cousins also on 11 laps. James Crockart improved to 9 laps in 2wd Electric, the only 2wd driver to 
achieve this and Michael Spindley, although not improving in 4wd Electric, retained his TQ spot with 
Steve Dickman and Duncan Letham chasing him. 
 
Round 3 did not see an improvement in the Nitro TQ time - in spite of some fantastic racing - but 
Mark, Darren, and Richard remained the only drivers on 11 laps. James Crockart was unstoppable in 
2wd Electric and went 14 seconds quicker to put himself 16 seconds ahead of nearest rival Michael 
Spindley! In 4wd Electric, Michael couldn’t seem to go any quicker but hung on to his TQ set in 
Round 1. His position wasn’t very comfortable though as Steve Dickman, Duncan Letham, and Craig 
Fisher were breathing down his neck!  
 
So what would Round 4 bring? In Nitros, none of the faster drivers improved and the top three 
remained the same. The same applied in 2wd Electric but in 4wd Electric, Michael Spindley had a 
great race to improve by 6seconds! With a fast track, and intense competition, the Finals were 
guaranteed to be eventful! 
 
The ‘B’ Nitro went first, and newcomer Brad Connew, on pole, had a terrific battle with Steve Burton 
to win. Darren Hayden-Ball - 2nd on the grid -  exacted sweet revenge on Mark Everitt to take the 
win from Mark by 4 seconds in the ’A’ Nitro Final after a brilliant race! 
 
Clive Nash won by a lap from William Innocent in the ‘B’ 2wd Electric Final and ‘Mr. 
Consistent’ (aka James Crockart) proved that he was the Master by taking the win in the ‘A’ 2wd 
Electric Final by a lap from Darren Hayden-Ball. 
 
The ‘B’ 4wd Electric Final saw Tony Church produce a convincing win, but all credit to youngsters 
Thomas Sessions and Bailey Connew who came in 2nd and 3rd respectively. The last final to run was 
the 4wd Electric ‘A’ and pole-man Michael Spindley was in the lead from start to finish to win by 8 
seconds from Duncan Letham. 

Race Report (Continued) 
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All-in-all then, a great day’s racing in a very friendly atmosphere. The standard of driving was very 
good and all drivers are to be complimented. The weather could not have been better, and so we had 
the ideal recipe again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Keith Wright 
Chairman, MERCC 
www.mercc.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/merccuk 
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