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OFF ROAD SERIES - ROUND 3 
Sunday 12th June 2011 

  

MID ESSEX RADIO CAR CLUB 

The forecast was pretty definite - we would be getting a lot of rain! Or would we? Rain the previous 
week had encouraged quite a bit of the ‘green stuff’ to grow, but it was felt appropriate not to touch it 
with the mower in case it disappeared again! In any case, any blades of grass more than a few 
millimetres long would soon be cropped or flattened by the Hair Dryers (aka Nitros) during practice - 
in fact, the track did not need drying as it was bone-dry from the start. 

We were anxious to start the racing quickly to get as much racing in as possible before the rain 
struck. Anticipating this, Michael and Ben Spindley (do they ever sleep?!) were there, as always, 
early on and immediately started work on the track design which had been worked out by Mark 
Everitt. Mark was soon in evidence and supervised the proceedings for a design which was 
clockwise-running, with all features included, and pretty technical. 

Some areas had sections of track running adjacent to each other, so Marshals were going to have to be 
alert and on their toes all the time. First thoughts from me on looking at the final layout were “will the 
Nitros get round without too much trouble?”. These fears were soon to be allayed after watching the 
first heat! With the numbers of entries, there were to be 3 heats of Nitros, 2 heats of 2wd Electrics, 
and a full heat of 4wd Electrics. 

 
 

Race Results 

Race Report 

Final 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

‘A’ Nitro Danny Conway Anthony French  Mark Everitt 

‘B’ Nitro Graham Kisby  Jon Sellwood Morgan Wakeling 

‘C’ Nitro Craig Horn  Jai Jhita   
    

2wd ‘A’ Electric Michael Spindley Russell Wilkes  Tony Price  

(Placings After 4 Rounds)   

4wd ‘A’ Electric Michael Spindley Steve Dickman  Ashley Roat  

  
    

FTQ Nitros Danny Conway   9/364.09 (Round 4)  

FTQ 2wd Electric Michael Spindley    7/317.74 (Round 2)  

FTQ 4wd Electric Michael Spindley    7/301.46 (Round 4)  

(Placings After 4 Rounds)  
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The dust was really flying from the ‘off’, with Anthony French setting the pace with 9 laps in the first 
Nitro heat. Mark Everitt knocked 28 seconds off this in Heat 2, with Tony Hill in hot pursuit. Mark 
must have really been peeved when Danny Conway improved on his time by 11/100 second in the 
next heat, with Jamie Conway also on 9 laps! In 2wd Electrics, Michael Spindley took TQ on 7 laps, 
with 5 drivers on 6 laps. Michael also took TQ in 4wd Electrics with 7 laps -  but 6 seconds slower 
than his 2wd time - with Steve Dickman only 2 seconds behind. No rain yet, by the way. 

It was uncanny in the Nitro heats in Round 2. Mark Everitt was 25/100 quicker than his Round 1 time 
to take TQ, Anthony French was only 1 second slower and Danny Conway was 1 second slower! 
This shows how fast and consistent their driving was. Steve Baker and Deane Linan came into the 
picture to produce 9 laps and it was obvious already that we were going to be in for some very 
competitive racing later on (if we weren’t rained off!). In 2wd Electrics another consistent bit of 
driving by Michael Spindley saw him retain TQ, 2 seconds quicker than previously, but a bad race in 
the 4wd Electric heat gave Steve Dickman the opportunity to improve on Michaels Round 1 time by 
13 seconds to put him into TQ spot. Nearly 50% of drivers improved in this Round. Oh, there were a 
few water droplets that were apparent, but these had no effect on the track whatsoever! 

Into Round 3 (when were we going to have to abandon the Meeting?!), and the Gods were still with 
us! In Nitros, Danny and Mark couldn’t improve on their times, though Mark was only 1 second 
slower, but with several other Nitro drivers improving we now had 7 of them on 9 laps! In 2wd 
Electrics Michael retained TQ with his Round 2 time but Russell Wilkes and Tony Price were 
knocking at his door with both on 7 laps. The challenge from Steve Dickman, with very consistent 
driving, was so great in the 4wd Electric heat that he retained TQ in this Class with 6 drivers in all on 
7 laps. Steve’s lead over Michael at this stage was 19 seconds, with Ashley Roat, Russell Wilkes, 
William Innocent, and Paul Lee chasing them. 

And so to Round 4. Hang on, weren’t we supposed to have been rained off by now? Apart from the 
light water droplets that were appearing intermittently - was it rain? - there were no changes in track 
conditions. The dust was still flying plus an additional dust cloud at one point produced by some farm 
machinery in the next field! We seriously thought that we were going to have to issue masks!  

Oh yes, the report on Round 4. And what a fight it was between the Nitros. Only 3 of them improved, 
with Danny Conway tearing round like a rocket in his heat to knock 4 seconds off Marks TQ time! In 
2wd Electrics no one could get anywhere near Michael Spindley who hung on to his Round 2 TQ 
time, but in the 4wd Electric heat Michael exacted sweet revenge on Steve Dickman by improving on 
Steve’s time by 5 seconds!  

During the 4 Rounds, any rain (or rather water droplets) had no effect on the track at all and did not 
hold up the proceedings so would our luck hold out for the Finals? 

Race Report (Continued) 
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The Finals Listing was produced very quickly, the grids marked out, and everyone was encouraged to 
get ready as quickly as possible. Fingers crossed! 

First Final up was the ‘C’ Nitro, with Craig Horn and Jai Jhita being the only drivers to finish, Whilst 
Craig had to pull out on the last lap, he had done enough to be a lap ahead of Jai to take 1st place. ‘B’ 
Final Nitros next, and Graham Kisby - his first day of Nitro racing - finally took the honours after a 
battle with Jon Sellwood, Morgan Wakeling, David Brazington, and Paul Noy with all these drivers 
finishing on 8 laps.  

Things were going well, though the water droplets had increased a little, and we were ready for the 
Nitro ‘A’ Final. What a cracker this one was! A great start, with all drivers in contention, but Pole-
Man Danny Conway managed to get away from the rest to maintain a lead all the way. He didn’t 
have it easy though as Anthony French drove the race of his life to finish only 2 seconds behind and 
Mark Everitt was breathing down Anthony’s neck a further 2 seconds back! Steve Baker came in a 
very creditable 4th to complete the 9-lappers.  

It was after this Final that several of the Electric drivers expressed their concern about the water 
droplets and decided that they weren’t going to race in the Finals. Yours truly, ‘Gentleman Jim’ 
Shepherd, and others felt that the water droplets were really not a threat at all and that we should 
proceed to run the remaining Finals. Again, Yours truly (in his heyday of course) had raced in 
conditions far worse than these - snow, rain mud, etc - and wondered whether some people were just 
getting a bit too ‘soft’. Was it because they didn’t want to get their cars dirty, get a little damp 
themselves, or were they seriously concerned about their electrics? The track was still dry. As Race 
Director I was not going to make a decision because either way I would be in a no-win situation. It 
was therefore decided to be democratic and put it to a vote.  

Those ‘against’ running Electric Finals won by 1 vote and the Meeting was therefore halted with 
results (for the purposes of points for series) being awarded based on placings after the 4 rounds. The 
track materials were cleared away and trophies presented to the Nitro winners. It is a pity we could 
not complete the Finals and in fact it wasn’t until about an hour afterwards that significant rain started 
to fall although hopefully this will benefit the track. 

In conclusion then, a great day’s racing with some very competitive driving and a fantastic 
atmosphere. When the day started even I was a little less optimistic about the weather but, in the 
event, Braxted delivered and we were able to run the Meeting without interference from rain. Did I 
say it never rains at Braxted? Well, it does but very rarely! 

Keith Wright 
Chairman, MERCC 
www.mercc.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/merccuk 

Race Report (Continued) 


