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SEASONAL WARM UP OPEN MEETING 
Sunday 14thApril 2013 

  

MID ESSEX RADIO CAR CLUB 

After a disastrous end to the 2012 season at Braxted (weather-wise) the last thing we wanted was a 

wet start to this season! With significant rainfall the previous day the threat was there, and we 

wouldn’t know until Sunday morning whether racing would be on or off! Spare a thought for Jon 

Sellwood who, in spite of the rain, went up to the track on Saturday afternoon to carry out a final 

mowing of the grass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The forecast for Race Day was windy (no problem!) and with possible showers - some heavy - but we 

needn’t have worried. The Meeting was literally going to be a ‘Warm-Up’! The day turned out to be 

sunny and very mild and any spots of rain could have been counted on the fingers of one hand - well, 

not quite, but you get the message! 

Race Results 

Race Report 

Final 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

Nitro ‘A’ Final Kristian Gibbs  Michael Spindley  Deane Linan 

Nitro ‘B’ Final Paul Noy Jaz Jhita Paul Lee  

2wd Electric ‘A’ Final Michael Spindley  Kristian Gibbs  David Brazington 

2wd Electric ‘B’ Final Jamie Lee John Sellwood (SCT) Graham Fairbrass 

4wd Electric Final Michael Spindley  Simon Miller James Wright 
    

FTQ Nitros Kristian Gibbs  13/372.81 (Round 4)  

FTQ 2wd Electric Michael Spindley  12/370.08 (Round 4)  

FTQ 4wd Electric Michael Spindley  13/384.41 (Round 3)  
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With 25 drivers turning up (several of whom were racing 2 classes), and good weather, we were to 

enjoy a great day’s racing. Willing volunteers, who had the messiest task of all, set out a very good 

clockwise-running track design which utilised all Astroturf features. There were to be 2 heats of 1/8th 

Nitros, which included two 1/8th Electrics, a full heat of 4wd Electrics, and 2 heats of 2wd Electrics. 

Two 4wd SCT’s ran with the 4wd Buggies and one 2wd SCT with the 2wd’s. 

The Hair-Dryers (aka Nitros) ran first to start the season off, with Kristian Gibbs producing the fastest 

time. Following on were the 4wd Electrics and 2wd Electrics, with Michael Spindley taking TQ in 

both classes. After 4 rounds of qualifying, Michael and Kristian remained dominant in these classes. 

It’s worth pointing out that Kristian also raced a 2wd Electric Buggy, coming second  overall at the 

end of qualifying! Oh, and Michael also raced 1/8th Electric, qualifying 3rd! 

With the race-timing equipment performing perfectly, and no Personal Transponder compatibility 

problems (good decision on MERCC’s part not to upgrade our system to RC4, wasn’t it ?!!) we were 

all set for the Finals. Electrics had 6 minute Finals, and Nitros 10 minutes. Kristian and Michael 

reigned supreme in the ‘A’ Nitro and ‘A’ 2wd Electric classes respectively, with Kristian performing 

well in coming 2nd to Michael in 2wd - watch this space! Michael won the 4wd Electric Final and 

came 2nd with his 1/8th Electric in the ‘A’ Nitro - sweet revenge for Kristian! The ‘B’ Nitro was won 

by Paul Noy, and the ‘B’ 2wd Electric by Jamie Lee. 

All in all, the Meeting was a great success and took place in a very friendly atmosphere all day. After 

the track had been cleared, the trophies were presented by Alan Gibbs and we were all able to go 

home happy! 

 

Keith Wright 

Chairman, MERCC 

www.mercc.org.uk 
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Race Report (Continued) 


